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Why offer motorized recreation? 
• During the development of the Sustainability Bill SB 1566, 

the Director and legislative staff worked with legislators 
and constituent groups to generate revenue for the 
agency.  

• A $15 use sticker was to be implemented on 
OHV/ATV/UTVs and the proceeds would then go to 
researching the creation and development of DNR- 
managed OHV recreation site. 

• Motorized recreation is increasing in popularity.   



Perceptions 



Possibilities  



OHV Recreation in the Midwest  

• WI  - 42 sites, 23 managed by state/federal/municipal 
• MI – 40 sites, 19 managed by state/federal/municipal 
• IA – 17 sites, 8 managed by state/federal/municipal 
• MO – 28 sites, 5 managed by state/federal/municipal 
• IN – 24 sites, 4 managed by state/federal/municipal 
• IL – 30 sites, 1 managed by state/federal/municipal 

 
• 47 states in the US feature motorized recreational facilities 

managed by a state, federal or municipal agency.  
 



 

Motorized trips in the US 
 
Motorcycle riding 244,602,296 
Off-‐road riding 344,151,172 
Boating  300,035,287 
Snowmobiling 9,371,606 
RV'ing  29,599,946 
Total    927,760,308
  

Outdoor Industry Association 2012 Study   

Expenditures for equipment and accessories for  motorized recreation, U.S. 

Motorcycling Off--
-Road 
Riding 

Boating Snowmobiling RV'ing 

New vehicles $4,410,925,249 $6,644,222,105 $6,032,069,885 $310,279,465 $7,103,056,630 

Used vehicles $2,409,890,416 $4,374,538,413 $7,824,287,712 $418,751,814 $5,340,846,760 

Parts $2,194,286,927 $3,054,086,361 $2,012,365,803 $280,711,458 $521,997,549 

Maintenance $1,676,477,791 $7,564,492,052 $2,171,317,410 $139,412,615 $387,616,426 

Insurance $1,440,017,506 $2,130,699,386 $1,574,718,811 $83,488,314 $417,148,468 

Registration $865,555,418 $6,476,434,884 $588,411,579 $75,266,758 $289,364,923 

Apparel $829,734,995 $1,384,642,421 $386,094,227 $115,937,055 $70,360,964 

Storage $484,992,947 $1,619,985,415 $638,695,070 $177,855,166 $149,416,205 

TOTAL: $14,311,881,249 $33,249,101,037 $21,227,960,497 $1,601,702,645 $14,279,807,925 

Motorized recreation continues 
to rise in popularity across the 
nation.  



Wisconsin  
Lodging 
Food/drink 
Entertainment 
Shopping 
Gas/Transportation 
Convenience Stores 
Gaming  
 

Spending Categories 

In WI, ATVers 
spent $16.1 million 
at convenience 
stores.  



Economics of Motorized Recreation  

$126 million in transactions 
or sales, $33.7 million in 
personal income, and 1,200 
jobs.  
 
The Economic Impact of Off-Highway Vehicles in Iowa, 2008  

 



$523.33 per individual, per trip 
bringing the annual total spending 
by all ATV users to 

$295,285,693   
Economic & Demographic Profile of Wisconsin’s ATV Users: WI Department of Tourism 2003 

Wisconsin 

Economics of Motorized Recreation  





Motorized Recreation in IL  

Snowmobiling generates $83.4 
million annually in total economic activity, 

provides 754 jobs and $10.6 
million in public revenue.  
Characteristics and Attitudes of Snowmobilers and Economic Impact of Snowmobile Recreation,  
Illinois Institute for Rural Affairs, November 2010 



Criteria for Selection 

Size  -- 300 + acres 

Location – Central, near services 

CERP Review -- minimal impact  

Soil Analysis – minimal impact 
 



Elements of Site Review 

Site 
• Attendance 
• Uses 
• Residential analysis  
• Hunting analysis 

CERP 
• E&T Species 
• Cultural concerns 

Soil Analysis 
• Suitable 
• Non- suitable to 

what degree  



DNR Managed Lands  
State Parks 126,270.495
Conservation Areas 73,395.608
Fish Facilities 232.650
Natural Areas 44,771.500
Fish and Wildlife Areas 93,835.503
State Wildlife Areas 2,666.683
Greenways and Trails 1,473.962
State Memorials 0.100
Boating Access Areas 6.300
State Recreation Areas 5,500.895
State Forests 21,251.937
Game Propagation Centers 1,087.420
Tree Nurseries 360.000
State Habitat Areas 8,090.037
Other Department Properties 693.265
Museum Division Properties 284.650

DNR manages 
473,698 acres  



DNR Managed Land Use  

84% 

10% 

6% 

Hunting
Natural
Other

396,428 huntable acreage 



Fun with Facts & Figures 
• Hunting Licenses sold -  (Hunting, Combo, Sr. Hunting, Sr. Combo) 

• 2009 – 293,127 
• 2010 – 284,744 
• 2011 – 285,511 
• 2012 – 277,266 
• 2013 -  284,765 
 

• ATV/OHV registered vehicles (As of September, 2014) 

• 2014 – 292,311 (11,350 registered agricultural use)  
 



St. Joe State Park 
Attendance Figures  

Potential annual revenue influx– $525,000  
Using 30,000 visitors each paying $15 daily fee 



St. Joe 
State Park  



Potential Sites 
• DNR Sites 

• Fox Ridge  
• Ed Madigan  
• Frank Mautino 
• Hurricane Creek  
• Jim Edgar Panther Creek-West Open Unit 
• Kickapoo – Dynegy acquisition 
• Mackinaw  
• Moraine View  
• Sahara Woods  
• Scripps Farm  
• Snakeden Hollow  
• Sangchris 
• Siloam Springs – Buckhorn Ranch satellite 

• Non-DNR sites  
• Sherwood Police Camp 
• Teeter Property  

 



Emergency  
Facilities 





Issues for consideration  
A scoring system was developed to provide a better look at how 
some of the issues considered would affect future uses.  



Buckhorn Unit of Siloam Springs 



Soil Analysis Comparison 

Buckhorn Ranch 

Sherwood Camp 



Compatibility with Existing Uses at 
Buckhorn  

• Decreased hunter trips and harvests since the site’s 
opening.  

• In the 2004 Site Management plan, staff noted that 
while the site was marketed as archery only, hunter 
trips decreased from 3000 in 2001 to 1910 in 2003 
and has maintained the lower range in the years since.  

• Mineral rights on the property. Source Dynamics 
maintain the mineral rights for all 2200 acres, there are 
currently 12 operating oil wells on the site.  



Site Images 







West – 384.5 acres 

NW 474.6 acres 

SC 475.9 acres 

East 498.9 acres 

NC 460.5 acres 



Buckhorn 
Concept A 

West Component 



Buckhorn 
Concept A 
with topography 



Buckhorn 
Schematic  
North Central 
Component 
 







Survey  
• DNR staff and OHV 

advisory board 
members or 
designees will work 
together have 
developed a survey 
for users to learn 
more about user 
needs and habits.   



Collaboration and Compromise 
• DNR staff has already reached out to the following:  

• NOVCC – National Off-highway Vehicle Conservation Council  
• IN DNR – reviewing the Interlake SRA  
• IA – Webster County/DNR  
• US Forest Service – Land Between the Lakes 
• Trails Unlimited – service provided by the US Forest Service   

 
 • DNR staff will coordinate:  

• Public input meetings 
• Special presentations upon request  
• Public advisory group for the site  
• Will actively coordinate with area communities, elected officials and 

residents  
• Police and emergency services personnel 

 
 



FAQs 
• What will be done about noise?  
• ANSWER: The  OHV  park  must  meet zoning regulations and 

environmental regulations. Park design and management will address 
potential  impacts  to  neighbors  and  the  community, provide an 
attractive park setting for its visitors. 

• Appropriate sound barriers and/or buffer will  be provided where  needed. 
Dust will minimized by modifying surfaces and/or wetting down riding 
surfaces. 

• What will be done about accidents?  
• ANSWER: DNR and DNR law enforcement will work closely with local 

law enforcement and emergency response professionals to develop a 
law enforcement and emergency response plan.  

• What impact will the site have on wildlife?  
• ANSWER:  Many other existing sites indicate a minimal impact on wildlife 

on site. There will be management strategies developed to mitigate 
impact.  

• What kind of economic impact would this have to our county?  
• ANSWER: Neighboring states with sites have varying but substantial 

economic impact.  
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